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A message from Mr Hodgson 
Spring finally sprung this week with some wonderful sunny days, especially yesterday – the official first day of Spring, 
along with ‘International Day of Happiness’. One cannot fail to be happier in this sort of weather and this was perfectly 
summed up with this tweet from our nursery. ‘Today is the first day of Spring. The children have had a wonderful 
time playing and exploring in the sunshine’. 

Stockton Children’s Book of the Year 
Children’s book of the Year is an event that our school enthusiastically participates in every year. This year has been no 
different with a group of Year 5 children being involved again, supported by Miss Wood and Mrs Whitby. 
Well done to: Peyton Screene, Imogen Brown, Willow Blackburn, Lottie Brown, Layla-Rose Marghani, Ava Halliday, 
Afiya Ahmed, Evie Mount and Maggie Leeson 
They have all worked very hard reading the books, writing the book reviews, attending the weekly after school 
club and discussing their ideas. We are really proud of them all! 
Two children had to be chosen to meet all five authors at Stockton library at the end of March. These were the 
following: Peyton Screene for writing an engaging book review which speaks directly to the reader and Imogen 

Brown for outstanding effort and progress. 
  



 

  
 

 

  

Easter Egg Raffle 
Thank you for the Easter egg donations so far. 
Raffle tickets are on sale now. 
Tickets are 20p each or 5 for £1 and the winners will be drawn 
in the last week before the Easter break. 
 

Show Racism the Red Card Winners  
The following children were chosen from 
their respective year groups as the best 
entries to put forward to the ‘Show 
Racism the Red Card’ competition. 
As a result of this, they were awarded 
‘Spitfire Superstars’ in assembly this 
afternoon. 
Lottie Brown, Ella Wilkinson,  
Layla-Rose Marghani, Emily Simpson, 
Gracie Hawkins, Beatrix Cooper-Gers 
Gracie Chambers and Declan Morris. 
  
 
 

Year 6 Netball 
On Wednesday, three teams of Year 6 children attended a netball competition at Conyers school. For some of the 
children, it was their first time representing Bader at a sports competition and they were happy to have the 
opportunity. Mr Gunn was very proud to see the teams play as they all knew the rules, the positions and the tactics 
when attacking and defending. All the children enjoyed themselves and this was only aided by the sunny weather. The 
Bader ‘Lightning’ team won their group and were undefeated. They then won their semi-final match and played a close 
final against Levendale which they won on golden goal. As a result, Bader now qualify for the Stockton netballs finals. 
Well done to all the players and a special thank you to Mr Braithwaite and the sports leaders from Conyers and to Mr 
Gunn for coaching and taking them. 



 
Red Nose Day 
Today was Red Nose day. Children who wished to participate wore something red for a small donation 
and also, as the theme, this year, was ‘Do something funny for money’, they shared or learnt a joke to 
share with their peers. Watch this space for how much we raised from donations for which we thank you. 
Here is a selection of photographs from today: 
 
 

 

  



 

Dropping children off on a morning 
As advised previously, can parents/carers when dropping children off at school on a 
morning, please make sure that they are dropped off at the entrance doors on the 
playground and they are physically seen entering school. 
This is a safeguarding risk otherwise. Thank you for your support. 

 

  

Attendance 
Good Attendance and Punctuality = Good Learning  

The importance of being punctual and coming to school can never be underestimated, in terms of contributing 

massively to children’s learning. We have started slowly with attendance and cannot stress how important it is that 

children are in school.  

Attendance goal:  96% 

Week commencing 10th March 2025 

Class % Attendance Lates 

REC Mrs Douthwaite 97.65% 3 

Rec Mrs Parr 93.13% 2 

Y1/ 2 Mrs Bowe  95% 3 

Y1/ 2 Mrs Poulson 93.33% 5 

Y2 Mrs Jones 100% 0 

Y3 Miss Beckwith 96.09% 4 

Y3 Mrs Spencer 93.04% 4 

Y4 Miss Robson  95% 7 

Y5 Miss Horrigan  91.43% 1 

Y5 Miss Weir 99.05% 4 

Y6 Miss Bennett 90% 3 

Y6 Mr Robinson 93.09% 0 

 
Attendance of the school year 
Week 24, or week 9 of the new term, saw attendance at 94.84%, from Reception to Year 6 which is slightly lower than 
we want it to be. We did however, have 215 pupils with 100% attendance in that week (84.64% of pupils having full 
attendance), which is excellent. Punctuality is still a concern for some pupils though with 36 lates being recorded 
across school in that week. 
The attendance team sent out 4 unauthorised absence letters and 1 term time leave absence challenge letter.  
 
 
 
 
  

Dates for your diaries 
Professional Development Days Monday 21st July 2025 
Monday 3rd March 2025 – Friday 11th April 2025 (Easter break begins) 
Monday 28th April 2025 – Friday 23rd May 2025 (half term begins) 
Monday 2nd June 2025 – Friday 18th July 2025 



 

X 
Our X followers are currently 2511 which is amazing. Don’t miss out! You can catch up on all the exciting 
learning that has been captured on X in the last week (@BaderPrimary). For postings of the latest news and 
events going on in school, please follow us on X. Also, check out our school website: 
http://www.bader.org.uk/  Check out today’s photographs too! 

 

Read for the Stars 
Another child reaching the sun for the second time this academic year was: Ivy Jobson. 
More children reaching the sun for the first time this academic year were: Travis Jackson-Butters and Abdullah Sadat. 
(Keep up the reading!) 
Remember, home reading is vital and we are the only school in this area (as far as I am aware) that rewards reading 
with free books - such is the importance that our school places on reading. 
All we ask that children read a minimum of 4 times a week in Early Years and Key Stage 1, and 5 times a week in Key 
Stage 2 (up to the maximum of seven times a week). We would love children to read more than 1 book/ chapter a 
night at home but they will only have 1 stamp a day recorded in their reading rocket card.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          
 
 
 
 
 

Rights Respecting School 
As a gold accredited, Rights Respecting School, we look at an Article every 2 weeks. For the next two weeks: 
 

 Right of the fortnight 

Article 24 Health, Water, Food and Environment 
 
The Government is trialing giving every child the option to have breakfast at school free of 
charge. At the current time, it is being tested to see how effective it would be. 

 
All children have the right to healthy food. By providing support for schools to offer all 
children a healthy and nutritious breakfast, the Government is showing support for this 
article. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

Hot Chocolate with the Head 
As a reward for the efforts on Wednesday at the 
Netball competition, these sporting superstars 
from Year 6 were rewarded with ‘Hot Chocolate 
with the Head’ today, well done to them and  
well done to The ‘Lightning’ team as they have 
qualified for the Stockton finals! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Super Spellers  
We continue to push with spelling in school this year. The class Spelling Bee is a weekly class reward for the class with 
the best spellings scores and an individual reward of a ‘Super Speller’ certificate and a pencil are earned by any of our 
children who achieve full marks in their spelling tests consistently.  
The latest recipients are as follows: Darcie Cox, George Strike, Imani Deen, Rae Thompson and Aylin 
Sohail. 
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Have a lovely weekend. 

Mr Hodgson 

 

Curriculum 
We continue to teach as ambitious a broad and balanced curriculum as possible in all subjects. Here is a selection of 
Twitter posts this week: You will notice that we have included the Rights Respecting School Articles too.  
         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
               
         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            
  

Year 5 are creating their environmentally 

friendly crisp packets from Science week. 

They have had to use recycled material 

and think carefully about joins. 

#RRSArticle31 

Y2 had a super time at Snappy Spring! We sang and 

danced enthusiastically and everyone should be 

very proud of themselves! #RRSArticle31 

Y4 have been hooked into their 

narrative writing by mapping out the 

main events in our text so far using key 

vocabulary and illustrations. 

#RRSArticle29 

Year 3 have been demonstrating how to be 

‘excellent gymnast’ and creating symmetrical 

movements and poses #RRSArticle31 

Reception children have 

had a wonderful time in 

the sunshine this 

afternoon! So many 

opportunities for 

teamwork and the 

development of our 

physical skills 

#RRSArticle3 

Nursery have 

been exploring 

the water beads 

outside today. 

#RRSArticle29 

This afternoon, Y1/2 have been on a walk 

around the school grounds to observe the 

signs of spring. #RRSArticle24 

Year 6 have been conducting an 

independent investigation into 

heart rate and whether it will 

increase when holding a 

stationary pose, following prior 

investigation. #RRSArticle28 


